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To whom it may concern,

My name is Aaron, | have problems with major depression and anxiety. The Buddy Project has

helped me by offering a safe and welcoming environment to learn IT tech support skills. | am @ student
at Carroll Community College. Working with The Buddy Project has given me hands on IT expgrience.
The computer given to me by The Buddy Project helped me to achieve my goal of earning an AA Degree

in Cybersecurity. | have learned to repair computers, install operating systems, and recycle IT
My wife has also benefited from volunteering to recycle computers because she also has a

assets.

disability. Being able to get out and do something meaningful with your time feels good when you have

a disability. She is in school too and has benefited from being given a computer to finish her s
My Son, who is 9 now, really enjoys the diecast cars that are available through The Buddy Pro
Assistance is offered to anyone with a disability or who is considered low-income. The Buddy

chooling.
ect.

Project is essential to the community because of their work to bridge the digital divide. | am proud to be

part of what The Buddy Project is doing to raise awareness for Autism.
Thank You

Aaron J. Ridley
Program Participant




Donna McNeil

Mother of Connor McNeil, Computer Recipient.

“My son first received a Desk Top computer from The Buddy Project when he was in Middle Sch
was so excited. He was able to do schoolwork, play games and interact with friends. Once he f
school | contacted Eric to see if he could volunteer. Eric welcomed him into The Buddy Project
He has been there for a few years now and takes apart old computers for recycling and updateg
Chromebooks. Doing this has really helped his self-worth and given him confidence. He loves
people that he works there, and has recruited some friends to volunteer there too! We are ver
thankful for the positive impact that The Buddy Project has made in his life.”

Emil Moujalled

Information Technology Student at The Buddy Project

The Buddy Project has impacted me positively. For example, | am able to express and develop ff
technological knowledge. This is done by working on surplus computers that are donated by co
and individuals, these surplus computers are then made available to help people and families.
Additionally, | am able to meet new people and gain profitable social experience.

Pastor Tony Lawson-
Damascus Road Baptist Church and Bible Institute

Non-Profit who Received Computers through The Buddy Project
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What a blessing to know this organization and Mr. Eric Zimmerman. We started a Life C

nter that

will reach the community and help those in need by providing laptops and computers so that
many can search for jobs, resources information and even do schoolwork. The Buddy Project

provided us with good quality equipment and laptops which benefited our community. | s
recommend the Buddy Project,

ongly




Friday, April 7, 2023
Statement from the ARC of Frederick County, MD:

The Buddy Project has been providing access to technology for people with
Developmental Disabilities in Frederick for many years. Individuals from The Arg of
Frederick County and their families have benefitted greatly from The Buddy Project’s
commitment to providing computers, support, and training opportunities in the IT field.
Eric and his team are always responsive to the needs of people we support. Their
commitment to accepting old computers while providing refurbished ones at nocost has
made them a wonderful community support for many people.

Thank you, Eric!
Kirk

Kirk McNemar

Supervising Support Coordinator
The Arc of Frederick County
620-A Research Court

Frederick, MD 21703
kmcnemar@arcfc.org




| have known of the Buddy Project since | moved to Frederick in 2010. They are a non-profit organization

that through donations and hard work, provide low-income citizens and people in need with rgf

urbished

computers. | have donated useful but unwanted equipment to them several times. Fast forward 2022 {

needed my laptop repaired. They did it at no cost and in exchange for my donations over the y
they did an excellent job too.

I can’t think of a better way someone can do this; they are effectively lowering the carbon prin
refurbishing equipment that otherwise would go to the landfill, and help people in need. They &
honest, good workers, with excellent knowledge of computers hardware and software. Totally
recommend them.

Thank you, Buddy Project! | will be back!

Laritza Rodriguez
Frederick, September 2022
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March 06, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

in 2019. The desktop enabled me to apply for new jobs and learn new trades through Maryland
Unemployment. Unfortunately, I became disabled in 2021. I still use the desktop for household
planning and research. Thank you for the help that you give to our community. The Buddy Project
gives new hope to those that can’t afford laptops and desktops. Your service is is appreciated and many
have benefited from your generosity.

[ was so grateful and Blessed to receive a desktop computer. I was laid off from a prestigioi%s company

Thank you kindly,

Cynthia M. Wiley
wileyc581@gmail.com




220 Gailyn Dr, Brunswick, MO 21758
301-448-2537
Wednesday, August 12, 2020

Dear Eric:

Thank you very much for the free computer. As discussed | lost my job 0f22 yearg in

tate March 2020. | currently five in Brunswick Md (Frederick County} as | am hop
use this computer to help me get a job. | have a family of 6 as this will help themy
they need resources as well,

Thanks again with your help and all the assistance you have given me with this
information.
| wili pass on the great work that you gave me from Buddy Project. Org on Facebd

Sincerely,

Giary Yabion
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Friday 8/21/2020
The the Buddy Project,

Fjust want to thank Mr. Eric Zimmerman and his statf for the opportunity for my children 1o have 3
working and functicnal guality computer and monitor and equipment to use in our home. We havg

nat

had a proper desktop for two years now, and have been completely dependant o the chrome bodks for
the kids education. Now everything is oaling, and the chrome kooks are not ours and the kids and pur
family had limited access to what we could de or see, and could not print easily from home. The cdst of
kuying a computer fully ready with software was not an aption for vs, Qur family is on social serviges

and fost our jobs due to CoViD, | am in college again for a second degres, which is alsc fully online,

freally appreciate the Buddy Project for helping our family be able to study, shop onling, pay bilis ¢

investigate cther services and apply for lobs and opportunities easily. This program is wonderful and

desperately needed especially for ail of us that have felt the financial impact due to COVID,

nling,

Again, thank you for ali you do for our community, will definitely refer others i know who could benefit

from this prograrm. Also | will encourage others to donate their equipment to you 5 as @ communif

¥ W

can work together and give others a chance to benefit from access to alt kinds of services the interfiet

provicdes, from education, virtual visits from doctors, job searches and so much meora,
Sincerely and Gratefully,

Rachei Noor




ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:
10451 MILL RUN CIRLCE, SUITE 400
OWINGS MILLS, MD 21117

P.O. BOX 922
ST. JOHN, VI 00831

B33-3SISTER / 833-374-7837
sister@sisterhoodagenda.com

August 23, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

SEA: SISTERHOOD EMPOWERMENT ACADEMY

[ want to write to express our deepest gratitude for coordinating the donation of twenty-five (25)

laptop computers for Sisterhood Agenda. These computers are awesome and very much

Sisterhood Agenda educates, supports, ad empowers women and girls around the globe.
of our constituents are at 60% or below Baltimore County AMI (Annual Median Income

Thank you again for your thoughtfulness in including Sisterhood Agenda in The Buddy
a fabulous program that helps to shrink the digital divide.

We are pleased to partner with and support the important work of The Buddy Project as
valuable resource in our community.

Sincerely,
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Angela D. Coleman, MBA, CNM
Founder and President
(410) 694-1148

sisterhoedagenda.com
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Student Homelessness

Initiative Partnership
of Fredarick

Fredericlk, MD

County

E5 -
e (240) 415-8971
:\:;I info@Shipfreq

hitps://shipfre

To Whom it Concerns,

@ 203 Rroadway Bt., Suite 210

p1701

erick.com

lerich.com/

On behalf of SHIP of Frederick County, | am writing this letter to enthusiastically suppoit the

work of tric Zimmerman and The Buddy Project. This year Eric and his team helped re

pair

several laptops which case managers used to connect students to over 250 local resourees to

help address barriars and end the cycle of homelessness.
As a result of the team's work, our students have been able to achieve greater access
financial aid, college enrollment, mental health resources, employment, and continuing

adication.,

We are grateful for this partnership and look forward to continued collaboration!

Sincerely,

Monica Johnson

New Horizons Program Administrator
SHIP of Frederick County
240-397-9750

O




July 3
hr. Eric D, Zimmerman
The Buddy Project
$107 Chestnut Lane
Frederick, MD 21702

Dear Eric,

twould like to take the opportunity to thank you for the wonderful work that you do 0 providing

4, 2020

(i1l

cost computers to those with disabilities. What you are doing is Hfe-changing — you are giving todls to

thase wha would otherwise not have them, By doing this, you are expanding vour client’s potent
tife.

ialin

Cur son, Jordan, is 8 years old and has been diagnosed with Autism Spectrumn Disorder {diagnozef at
age 2. Over the past several months, after receiving the computer from The Buddy Project, my wife has
been working with: Jordan on 2 daily basis. She has subscribed to a reading and writing program, which

helps him to fearn how to read and write new words. With my wife working with him, lordan’s ré

level has gone from an A to a D1 This could not kave been done without the computer that yvou
provided to him!

He continues to work on the computer every day, and we continue to see progress! His reading
continues to hecame mare fluent and his writing {which requires hins to spe!l words) just gets bed
better. We are truly blessed Yo have received this computer from you — it has made a world of
difference in Jordan’s education. As @ result, he is becoming more and maere confident with whatf
knows, which also encourages to learn even more.

White we cannot fully express it in words, | hooe this letter gives some insight into the dramatic iy
your work is daing for our son, The fact that you de this for so many people is simply amazing. W
truly grateful for the impact you have made on our son's life.

Singerely,
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Robert Woodruff
9337 Lindgle Avenue
Greencastle, PA 17225
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To whom it may concern,

My name is Hans Widmann, and I'm the Computer Refurbishroent Operations Director at T
Project. As the Computer Refurbishment Operations Director, | get to see a lot of people, and mach
through The Buddy Project (for the disabled). the e-Xcel program (for the poor), and just recently (
program (for peopie atfvcted either directly or indirectly by the fallout from the Covid-19 pandemi
position, I'm responsible for the repair. refurbishment, and warranty of all computers, donated or ot
going through the repair lab at The Buddy Project, so I'm usually the one with the best idea of our ¢
supply level of various computer parts,

All of that brings me to my main point, being that we at The Buddy Project survive exelusiy
donated vomputers, and for as long as I've been here, we've been unable 1o provide nearly any Lapt
who need it due to a lack of donated laptops. About 5 out 10 laptops we receive are so old that ever
repaired them, they would be of no use to anyone; while 3 of the 5 remaining will have a proprietad]
cannot obtain due to cost that is needed to repair the laptop. Only about 2 out af every 10 laptops w
through donations ever end up he:ing refurbished, and even then they end up having to go to our sto
te be sold for a bare-bones price (we are a non-profit after all} in order to keep our lights on.

At the Buddy Project, nothing is more important than our programs, mainly the e-Xeel prog

poor and The Buddy Project itself, for the disabled. When people come to The Buddy Project, they

at the lowest point in their lives, and frying to claw their way back up in owr modern, internet driven
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Seme people that apply are homeless, while others have disabilities that can make it hard 10 move apound, or Lift

a0
el

heavy objects! These aren't people who are going to be able 10 use a desktop computer, and yet that

provide them.

s all we can

We really need all the laptops we can get, and if someone out there has some to spare, | hopg they could

consider donating therm.

- Hans Widmann, Computer Refirbishment Operations Director at The Buddy Project.




Mr, Eric Zimmerman August 5. 2020
The Buddy Project
2107 Chestnut Lane
Frederick, MD 21702

Dear Eric:

Thank you so much for the wonderful opportunity that you are offering to people
with disabilities. By repurposing computers and donating them to others who
have great nesd, you are giving them a wonderful gift of improving their quality of
life.

t am a Special educator working at the Career Technology Center for the Fredagrick
County Board of Education. | work with many Special Needs children and young
adults who don't have the means to purchase computers for themselves due {0
overwhelming daily living expenses. By providing computers from the Buddy
Project, individuals are given the opportunity to learn more skills and learn hop to
become more independeant,

i hope that you will be able to continue your efforts to provide computers 1o th
disabled community for years to come. | am so proud of your success and keep it
gaing as long as possible, Congratulations.

)

Sincerely,
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Paula Blundell
6877 Snowberry Ct.
Frederick, ME 21703




1. Beth Sholom

CONGREGATION

From Generation To Genevation... Together We o

Juby 20, 2020

Dear The Buddy Project and anonymous technology donors,

On behalf of the Beth Sholpm Congregation, we want to thank you for veur donation of #
monitor, keyboard and mouse 1o our office team.

Your dovation will help improve our daily operations and functions.
Beth Sholom Congregation is a 301 (C) (3) and our federal EIN is 13-1659707.

Sincerely,

/@M”’“}*;‘{;‘d}ﬁ:{‘f /%zfza%-- 2 Kﬁegmiw»

Marcia K Newfeld, FSA Katelyn Vaughan
Executive Director Office Manager

1011 North Market Street « Frederick, Maryiand 21701 » Ph: 30).663.3437 « Fax: 301-663.8154
BethBhaiomirederick orp




I_j}‘]'aauk you kindly,

Jan

FREDERICK COUNTY GOVERNMENT

H. Gardner

Courfy fxecuiive

DBIVISION OF {.‘.IT.H'.'.E?.NS SERVICES Christine Cambareri A
Farily Partnership Amanda Barker, A¢

July 10, 2020
To whom i reay vonser

Rosa and her daughter are currently receiving parent education and ESL classes at Damily Partners]

Rosa and her family kave been enrolled in our program since July 2018.

ay, Director
ing Director

_5

Our Mission: Farsily Partnership, with community support, empowers individuals and fanulies of divgrse

Backgrounds to be stable and setf-reliant by building on their strengths and skills. Family Partnership
Provides families with assistance in getting services and information that will support their family and g
(e.g., food stamps, medical assistance, housing, child-care, mental health services, et¢.} We also provig
parenting, health, 1ifs management, respite and recreation opportunities, GED classes, ESL classes and

Carcer readiness skills to families in need

Our agency feel's that Rosa and her family would benefit from a computerized device in order to
help the family sontinue their edugation virually. Rosa s cusrently enrclled in Frederiek Community
College’s ESL classes and is working towards increasing ber English skills. Rosa also participates in

Parent-child activities and receives 111 parent support by our parent education staff,

Rosa does not have the Fnancial means o afford her own computerized device. Rosa’s husband is the slain

Pravider of the family and his income in very limited. Due to COVID-19, the fanily is unable o acces

virtual leaming withont a computer device,

We preatly appreciate the support that you can offer to Rosa and her family!
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Frederick County: Rich Histosy, Bright Futnre
%420 Gas House Pike, Suite BE, Frederik, MD 21701 » 301.600-2206 & Pax 301-600-2209
www. FrederickCountyMD. gov
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